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Brothers and Sisters in Christ:         March 24, 2020 
 

At the November 2019 Church Conference, the congregation voted to move the Contemporary 
Service into the Sanctuary and free up the Fellowship Hall for other activities.  Subsequently, the Church 
Council tasked the Futures Committee to survey, study, and recommend how we would change the 
worship schedule to accommodate this move. 
 

On Monday, February 24th, the Church Council met to review the results of the analysis done by 
the Futures Committee in regard to worship at Grace UMC. Their presentation on Monday included a 
report of the data for all worship options. After reviewing the data, asking questions, and deliberating, the 
Church Council voted and approved implementation of a new worship schedule, to be put into place 
permanently as soon as possible after Easter 2020 [due to the ongoing COVID-19 restrictions, this will 
be scheduled to begin at a time when restrictions are lifted].  
 

The new schedule will include a service which blends the current Informal and Traditional worship 
styles to be held at 8:15am, followed by a Contemporary Worship service to be held at 10am. Both 
services will occur in the Sanctuary. Sunday School will remain during the Contemporary Service, unless 
the Education Committee sees a need for change in the future. The new schedule will also include more 
frequent combined worship services offered quarterly and on some special Sundays.  
  

The Futures Committee was tasked with finding a solution that offered the most positive impacts 
while having the fewest negative impacts as possible. The Church Council believes that this new worship 
schedule does that.  
 

We understand that change can be uncomfortable, especially at the beginning. We also 
recognize that each member of the congregation will be affected, regardless of whether change occurs 
or whether the schedule remained the same - there are impacts to doing both.   
 
 There are many personal, physical, and programmatic transitions that need to happen to 
implement this new schedule, so we understand that you may have questions/comments, especially if 
you were not at the Council meeting to hear the rationale and impact factors. We have posted the 
Worship Schedule presentation given at the Council meeting on www.GraceUMChurch.org 
 
Should you have any questions you have about either the process, the Council proceedings, or the 
implementation can be submitted to GraceUMCWorshipSchedule@gmail.com and your questions will be 
answered as soon as possible.  
 

As you consider how the new schedule affects you personally, please remember and utilize the 
organizations we have here at Grace, such as the Hands Helping Others ministry, which can help with 
transportation if that is a concern.  
  

There is great potential for growth here at Grace. We look forward to this adaptation of our 
worship schedule helping us to bridge the needs of our current congregation with the future of Grace 
UMC.  
 
Sincerely, 
Glenn Gillis 
Chair of Grace UMC Church Council 


